
Press Release Monday 28th January 2013 (no embargo):
 

B4RN Connect Bring Your Own Device Demonstration Day
B4RN celebrates the first live connections in Arkholme with a public demonstration 
event day on February 14th at the Village Hall, Kirkby Lonsdale Road, Arkholme, LA6 
1AU,  starting at 1pm and ending at 8pm, 1:30pm opening presentation by Barry Forde 
with repeat presentations at 3.30 and 5.30.
 
B4RN has passed another major milestone this month.  B4RN is now live in the second 
village (the first was Quernmore in October), with the first people connected very happy with 
the service. “As one of the first customers all I can say is that the service is fantastic - no 
more waiting for the buffering to catch up. It just works, switch on and things load instantly. 
I can now watch iplayer in HD on the TV without a flicker. Fantastic.” says Bruce Alexander, 
Quernmore

 
“As requested, the new speed test after 
having cleared the "blockage" at my end - 
simply marvellous - I could spend all day re-
running these!” Brian Acott, Arkholme.
 
Broadband 4 the Rural North, or B4RN, is a 
community-owned, rural, gigabit Fibre To 

The Home project.  In order to demonstrate what can be done with such fast connections, 
B4RN is holding a drop in demonstration day on Thursday 14th February at Arkholme 
Village Hall between 13:00 and 20:00. The village hall will be live with the B4RN service and 
people are invited to bring their own devices and connect them up to this hyperfast service.  
There will be a key presentation at 1.30 launching this event, and presentations throughout 
the afternoon and evening along with the chance to chat to the B4RN team over a cup of tea 
and homemade biscuits.  There will be other equipment on view that will demonstrate what 
the B4RN connection is capable of, such as Smart TVs, video conferencing, YouView TV, 
Smartphones, tablets and CCTV webcams.
 
B4RN is the only UK community offering gigabit broadband, meaning that consumers will 
have the opportunity to work, live and play faster and more efficiently than most places in 
the world. This forward-thinking, fully-fibred approach has been recognised as the optimal 
solution to the digital divide, and will encourage regeneration of this deeply rural area, 
bringing new jobs, opportunities and revenue to rural Lancashire.
 
Prof. Forde stated, “The support of the local community has been key to B4RN's success 
to date, and there are many people and businesses within the area who are earning their 
shares through sweat and labour as well as investing their money.”
 
Full details of the project with many videos on progress are available on http://
www.B4RN.org.uk along with maps of the coverage area and phases.
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1. B4RN has been more than three years in the planning and development stage. The 

B4RN project will bring a state of the art, fibre optic broadband connection to the rural 
communities long before most of the urban areas. Rural Lancashire plans to be a 
world leader in “hyperfast”.

 
2. B4RN is deploying a 100% fibre optic broadband connection, capable of delivering 

1Gbs (1000Mbs) both upload and download. The cost is £150 per month connection 
fee and £30 per month subscription. B4RN will provide internet access with further 
services in the future. Each home will have a battery backup so telephony over the 
fibre means landline connections are no longer required

 
3. Professor Barry Forde (B4RN Chief Executive) is a networking expert with many 

years experience of designing, building and operating high performance networks. 
He was responsible for the CLEO network which provides connectivity to over 1000 
schools and public sector sites across Lancashire and Cumbria. Bios are available 
for Professor Forde and the Management team http://b4rn.org.uk/management-team

 
4. The full business plan is available on the website, along with details of the pricing 

and payment structure for local residents and businesses. http://b4rn.org.uk/
business-plan 

 
5. The local businesses demonstrating at the event are Tooby's of Ingleton, Black Box 

Computers of Lancaster and Tier 1 of Newton.
 
Photos (to be accredited to B4RN) are available at http://www.flickr.com/photos/b4ruralnorth
Contact details: Professor Barry Forde, b.forde@B4RN.org.uk
Christine Conder, c.conder@B4RN.org.uk
Telephone: 01524 555887 (answerphone) or mobile: 07952 503253 
Twitter: @dig2agig
Website: http://www.B4RN.org.uk
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/B4RN-rural-broadband/105319176241916
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